Name: __________________________

Changing Quotes and Using Brackets

Brackets are found in the upper right corner of your keyboard.  They look like this:  [    ] .  Brackets are used to show material inserted in a quotation by some person other than the original writer.

For example, you might change the pronouns in this essay to show you are addressing Mary Mallon.

· Original:  “A few days later, Baker arrived at Mary’s place of work with several police officers and took her into custody” (Rosenburg 2).

· Modified:  “A few days later, Baker arrived at [your] place of work with several police officers and took [you] into custody” (Rosenburg 2).

Or, you might change the pronouns in this essay to first person, showing you are addressing the Department of Health.

· Original:  “When typhoid researcher George Soper approached Mallon with the news she was possibly spreading typhoid, she adamantly rejected his request for urine and stool samples” (Rosenburg 1).

· Modified:  “When typhoid researcher George Soper approached [me] with the news [I] was possibly spreading typhoid, [I] adamantly rejected his request for urine and stool samples” (Rosenburg 1).

Try it!  Rewrite the original quote in a way that shows you are the Department of Health.  Substitute appropriate pronouns to show you are addressing Mary Mallon.

Original:  “Mary spent months helping to care for the people she made sick, but her care further spread the disease through the household” (Rosenburg 1).

Modified:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

